SAMPLE NFCB LETTER IN SUPPORT OF PTFP

Dear ________:


INTRODUCTION SENTENCE, WHO YOU ARE, YOUR STATION.  I am writing to urgently request that you support funding for the Department of Commerce’s Public Telecommunications Facilities Program, administered by the National Telecommunications Information Administration.  PTFP is a targeted matching fund of $20 million which focuses on the most urgent needs and which leverages local private dollars to support public broadcasting infrastructure.


Many policy leaders appear to misunderstand the value and role of PTFP for public broadcasting.  PTFP plays a unique role in obtaining equipment for public radio stations and is not duplicated by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.  CPB’s governing statute does not allocate funds for public radio equipment, instead focusing on programming.  Moreover, under CPB policy, it only funds stations that are already on the air and have reached a certain level of staffing, audience, and financial support.  This means that some of the most important stations—new stations just getting on air—do not benefit from CPB funding.  For example, a 2004 PTFP study reported that of about 1,600 public radio stations and translators, over 700 were not eligible for CPB funding. 


I am particularly concerned about the negative impact on new stations if PTFP is not funded.  The Federal Communications Commission just authorized several hundred new noncommercial radio stations, many of which were counting on PTFP funding to construct their stations.  The chance for these new stations will not come again.  Newly authorized stations have only three years to construct their studios and transmitters.  The FCC offers very few opportunities to seek a new radio station license (the most recent one was the first in 10 years).  Without PTFP, the stations most likely to be hurt are those that serve communities with the fewest resources – rural communities, American Indians, and people of color.  In fact, Native Americans are in a position to double the number of stations serving their communities, but without PTFP many pending construction permits will expire.  

PTFP is critical because it is the only source of federal funding for public broadcasting equipment destroyed in a disaster.  As you well know, nothing is comparable to radio programming to assist all Americans during an emergency—radio is widely-deployed, battery-operated, portable, and instantaneous.

INSERT YOUR INFORMATION HERE.  OUR STATION/OUR STATE HAS BENEFITTED FROM PTFP IN THE FOLLOWING WAYS….  EXPLAIN WHAT WOULD HAVE HAPPENED WITHOUT PTFP FUNDING.


I hope that you will support funding for PTFP now and in the future.  I would be pleased to talk with you or your staff about this issue.

Sincerely,
